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INCORPORATED

NATURAL
RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT
META DATA
PROJECT

A regional natural resource manage-
ment meta data collection project
has been proposed by the Natural
Resource Management Board (Wet
Tropics) Inc. The NRM Board is a
Regional Strategy Group formed under
the Natural Heritage Trust (NHT) ar-
rangements, with responsibility for de-
livery of the Trust in the Wet Tropics
Region, and representation drawn from
a wide range of government agencies
and community organisations.

When published c]ectronr'cal]y <
it may also contribute to-the

- de 'Velopmcm‘ of user updated fcporz‘mg

-and monitoring systems.

This project aims to establish a com-
munity accessible regional database of
current and completed natural resource
management projects in the Wet Trop-
ics Region by building upon data col-
lection already being undertaken by
Rainforest CRC. The Department of
Communications and Information, Lo-
cal Government, Planning and Sport
have also agreed to participate as part-
ners in the project should the applica-
tion be successful.

The rationale for the project is that
community natural resource manage-
ment awareness and on ground projects
have been steadily increasing over the

“Dont be lefi in the dark!”

last decade of NLP, and particularly
over the past 3 years of NHT. Much of
the valuable information generated by
these projects has been either poorly
documented, lost or is stored in formats
or locations not easily accessed. As a
result of this many natural resource
management projects have been, and
still are attempting to reinvent the
wheel rather than follow on from exist-
ing knowledge and practices. Many
groups and individuals are also ad-
dressing similar issues in parallel,
rather than networking to pool knowl-
edge and resources.

The project seeks to address this issue
by collecting data and meta data from
various archives and databases and by
interviews, field surveys and site in-
spections for collation in to a main
database. The long term objectives of
the project are to enhance on ground
outcomes by allowing groups access to
information for planning priority
works and to promote improved pool-
ing of knowledge and resources. When
published electronically it may also
contribute to the development of user
updated reporting and monitoring sys-
tems.

The project has been developed in re-
sponse to concerns raised by various
groups and organisations involved in
on ground works and has broad com-
munity support. Any organisations or
individuals with an interest in the pro-
ject are encouraged to participate. To
receive a copy or the project applica-
tion or further information contact the
NRM Board Project Officer,

Brad Dorrington: 40616477 or

e-mail: bradd@znet.net.au

NEW GlIs

Resource 7Management 7
Board & Wet Troprcs*).

Stra_tegy Groupf,f rmed
under the Natural Her-
itage Trust arrange-
ments wrth responsrbll-.

4 17 members drawn from
a wid range of govem-',.
ment : agencies and com-
munlty groups j

The NRM Board has:de-

Catchment
ment. Councrl e
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that need to be ad-
dressed A high prlorrty‘
issue identified is to
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lishment of ‘a reglonal'
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To further this: goal the"
Board has offered the.
services of theLr Project
Offlcer to the Data
Sharmg Cooperatlve for
a short period to de-
velop- a business plan
and 1dent1fy fundmg
sources, For further in-
formatlon contact Brad




GIS in
Schools

Jast yea v,.northern hools:
; did very well in :
RISA schools GIS'competl- .
tion. Grade nine students
from Trinity Bay High got
first and second in the State
competition, “and did very
well at the Natxonal leveI as.
well !

up: agamst semor students'
several years: older e

teacher ]an Carr W
much of her- own tin

She spent the year struggling
to-remain a bit more knowl-:
edgeable than her students to
help them do pro ‘d -

She h1ghhghted that‘ on of
the big issues last year was
the late start of: the competi-
tion, and that ‘the teachers‘
cou]d not -get up to speed

with the concepts of GIS to-
be able to help th ir studentsz

ptoperly

FUNGIS is trymg to rer
thls sttuatlon early

ised through Maplnfo and"'
ESRI, but we still need some -
FUNGIS membcrs to be able
to provide some ‘on gomgi

be con31dered

Anyone WIShlng
mvolved m cul

FUNGIS Welcomes
Dave Gillieson to
Executive committee

An insight into Dave’s background
follows and it will be obvious to all
readers that his enthusiasm and ex-
perience will be enormously benefi-
cial towards FUNGIS achieving it’s
goals. The future of our industry
rest with the students of today and
Dave is at the shaping edge of the
educational system.

I am currently Professor of Geography
and Head of the School of Tropical
Environment Studies and Geography at
James Cook University. I teach under-
graduate courses in remote sensing,
landscape ecology and GIS. My post-
graduate students are working on ap-
plied land management problems using
GIS and remote sensing in areas as
diverse as Thailand, South Australia,
Lake Mungo (NSW), and the Great
Barrier Reef. I am a member of the
TUCN world commission on protected
areas and the International Geographi-
cal Union Commission on Sustainable
Management and Development of
Limestone Landscapes.

#“I am a'caver and have: exp]ored 5
‘and mapped limestone caves over T
. “rhe last. thirly years under every
t contment ‘except South America’.

Prior to taking up the JCU position in
July 1999 T was Senior Lecturer in
Biogeography and Remote Sensing at
the  Australian Defence Force
Academy, which is a college of the
University of NSW. I also taught digi-
tal image processing techniques to staff
from AIDAB and the RAAF. I have
also taught at the Australian National
University and the University of
Queensland. I have carried out research

in the arid zone of Australia, Papua
New Guinea, Irian Jaya, Malaysia,
Thailand, China and Antarctica! I am a
caver and have explored and mapped
limestone caves over the last thirty
years under every continent except
South America (something I plan to
rectify next year). My partner Jill
Landsberg is a plant ecologist with
CSIRO and works on arid zone biodi-
versity and vegetation management.

My own research interests include the
use of remote sensing (radar and high
resolution airborne multispectral im-
agery) for land cover classification and
management. I am currently funded to
research new techniques for vegetation
classification and habitat suitability as-
sessment at the Jenolan Caves, NSW. I
have also used radar for coastal land
use mapping in Thailand and for lime-
stone (karst) landscapes in Malaysia
(Perak State and Sarawak). I am just
commencing studies of rainforest
dieback assessment on the Atherton
Tableland, and of limestone geo-
ecology at Chillagoe.

When I took up the position at JCU, I °
had already decided that I would like to
become involved in the area of com-
munity GIS as I believe that these tech-
nologies should be made more widely
available to the public. GIS is alive and
thriving in north Queensland, and there
is a high level of enthusiasm here. I'm
therefore pleased to be asked to join the
FUNGIS executive, as I think that uni-
versities should be more proactive in
community extension, and that we can
provide significant opportunities for
education in GIS and remote sensing
through short courses. We can also
help with advice about applications of
remote sensing and spatial analysis for
members of FUNGIS.
Dave Gillieson, /
James Cook University l,




“Data Co-op makes
steady progress"

All good things come to those that
wait. For those of you eagerly follow-
ing the progress of the implementation
of a "Data Sharing Co-operative"
within the Far North as discussed at the
last two FUNGIS annual seminars,
here's the latest. The Committee con-
tinues to meet regularly and is making
steady progress. Interest in the "Data
Sharing Co-operative" concept contin-
ues to strengthen and widen it's hori-
Zons.

Recent meetings of the committee have
formulated plans to use a post graduate
student or a consultant to document a
brief summary and business intention
statement for the "Co-op". A question-
naire has been completed by committee
members to begin the documentation
process and will be distributed to' mem-
bers soon to encourage you, the GIS
community of Far North Queensland,
to have your say. Documentation will
allow the development of a shared vi-
sion for the "Co-op" and will also assist
in the preparation of applications to a
range of funding sources to further
progress implementation.
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Cairns office,

The Natural Resource Management
Board (Wet Tropics) has also joined us
as a potential interested member of the
"Co-op". They have identified a prior-
ity need for a regional GIS to facilitate
community involvement in Natural Re-
source Management and for education
and extension activities. The NRM
Board is discussing the possible use of
their Project Officer to assist the docu-
mentation and funding application ac-
tivities of the "Co-op" which will pro-
vide a needy boost to the committee.

Peter Wilson,
Steering Committee.

Training
Opportunities

There are local providers that offer
services relevant to FUNGIS members.
An insert is included that contains de-
tails of two such providers. Executrain
provides training in a variety of soft-
ware applications while CITE is an
association of IT professionals.

This information is included for the
advice of members.
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‘That’s right folks, if you
think you’ve got what it
takes to be a “Metadata

Officer”, then check out !
the Government Gazette..
10- March-2000 ‘to find

the Job Reference Num-

hepor . B -
WWW. gopnnt qld gov au/ '
T gazettes e

VThe posmon isan AO6 —
’one—year contract based‘
in Cairns, representmg
DCILGPS (Department
of Communication. and-
Information, Local Gov-
ernment, - Plannmg and
Sport), .. - i DNR
,(Department of Natural
-(Resources) and QSHC'
;(Queensland Spanal In-
formation. Infrastructure '
 Council) in_ relat10n tof
~metadata_ needs ~and us-
age. e

You w1ll need excellent:
_mter—personal skills, ex-
perience in Metadata and
‘GIS, Project Manage-
ment-and Project Orgam—
~sation _skills, ThlS is a
-mlddle management po- -
sition, requ1r1ng a conﬁ—,
dent person willing to ne-
gotiate with people at all

Ifyou’d llke further mformatlon :
regarding any of these artlcles or you

the newsletter you can contact Mark
Hopp on 4032 3377 e mall -f b

would like to make a contrlbutlon to o

| levels -of Government;
| Private Sector. and ‘the -

Commumty

If you' are mterestea

| please contact Peter Hof— ;
| fenberg - Coordinator,

For membershlp enqumes contact
Lesley Davis on 4054 7176. e-ma1l -
Ijmdgvxs@blggond com;
»thNGIS makes no guarantee as to i Goo g luck . all :
the accuracy or completeness of in- -
formation contained within this publi- apphcants o
cation The spellmg mistakes are left '
in. for people who need to correct oth-
ers: to make thexr hfe fulﬁlled :

'GIS Coordmanon Unlt'
~(07) 3237 1238

39 Pease St (PO Box 1185)

Cairns, Queensland 4870

Australia

Ph. 61 7 4032 3377

Fax. 61 7 4032 3399

E-mail. cairns@braziermotti.com.au

Web www.braziermotti.com.au

;;Llsa Rutten '
| DEILGPS.




FUNGIS EDUCATION SEMINAR

The first FUNGIS event for 2000 focuses on introducing GIS into secondary schools.

In the last couple of years two Cairns schools successfully introduced GIS into their curriculum. The students
Jearnt of the concepts of GIS while applying them to real world projects. At the same time they enhanced their
computer, graphics, research, data management, presentation and communication skills! The teachers gained a
few grey hairs due to the inevitable problems associated with obtaining data, computers crashes etc. but in the
end they saw the students doing stuff they hadn't even imagined.

2000 will see more schools taking up the challenge. This seminar aims to assist by giving an overview of GIS,
its capabilities, and how to get started. Some of its current uses in FNQ will be on display along with a hands on
"GIS for beginners lesson" and some ideas for introducing it into school curriculums. The afternoon will be sure
to benefit teachers, students and parents alike. See you there!

Where: Trinity Bay State High School - GIS Lab (Follow the signs from Main Gate).
When: 6th April 2000 - 4.00pm to 7.00pm.
Schedule:

4:00 GISusein lndusfry:
Displays showing GIS being used in Far Nox“ch Queensland :
Includes resource mapping, env1ronmental modellmg, land management and airport noise
modelling. ,
4:15 What is GIS:
FA'-n;- easy to follow introductrionrto GIS j
4:30 Lets doit!
A hands-on’ sessmn domg an a351gnment demgned for year 8 students At
the end participants will have done some of the basw GIS functlons and
used one of the common GIS software packages '
6:00 Where can a school get sfaﬁed:
This session will focus on be:nfr?ﬁts,‘jvpfoblems, and _oppoﬁun’ities for
introducing GIS into schools. Some of the same is‘s_jnes faced in the

workplace will be addressed.

6:30 Discussion over eats and drinks

4



